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The preparation of this Manual was financed in part through a grant from the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency to the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources 
under Provisions of Section 319(h) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.

All programs and services of the federal, state and local agencies listed above are avaiable on a nondis-
criminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, handicap 
or disability.  If you need this document in an alternative format, call 706-552-4470.
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PREFACE TO THE 2016 EDITION

The 2016 Edition of the “Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia” has been revised with a 
focus on erosion control. Implementation of newly researched practices has been incorporated to expand 
on the traditional erosion and sediment control practices which are included in the 2016 Edition. These new 
practices have been proven to aid in controlling erosion and subsequent sedimentation in a cost-effective 
manner.

It is important that this publication is used as a guideline and that “creativity” must be utilized when necessary 
to fully protect a site from erosion and subsequent sedimentation. What is required on erosion and sediment 
control plans has been modified and includes the current plan review checklists with guidance documents.

The 2016 Edition includes new BMPs and a process for Alternative BMPs to be included on the Equivalent 
BMP list. This application and removal process is found in Appendix A-2. The Manual has also been revised 
to include an updated Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan.

It is hoped that users of this Manual will realize the significant changes and recognize that technology 
changes rapidly in the erosion and sediment control arena. The Commission is dedicated to providing the 
State of Georgia with the latest “proven” erosion and sediment control practices.

The Commission is appreciative of all of the help and guidance received during the revision of the Manual. 
Many thanks go to the Georgia Department of Transportation, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
DNR Environmental Protection Division, DNR Wildlife and Fisheries.

 A special thanks to the Technical Advisory Committee: Joshua Escue, Dr. Britt Faucette, Adena Ful-
lard, Reece Parker, Jim Sloan and Brian Watson. To the advisors to the Technical Advisory Committe: 
Davie Biagi - GA DOT, Diane A. Guthrie - NRCS, Marc Mastronardi - GA DOT, and Dewey Richardson- GA 
EPD.   To the Technical Advisiory Planning Committee: Michael W. Breedlove, Jim Hamilton, Georgene 
Geary, Anna Bramblett, J. Brian Kimsey, Dr. Mark Risse, Wayne King, John Slupecki, Jimmy Dean and                                                
Jan Sammons. To the Overview Council: Terry England, Chair of Overview Council, State Representative 
for the 116th House District; Robert Brant Lane, Hodges, Harbin, Newberry and Tribble, Inc.; Bert M. Brant-
ley, State Road and Tollway Authority; John B. Harrison, Jr., Baldwin Paving Co., Inc,; Ronny Just, Georgia 
Power; Marc Mastronardi, GA DOT; Tom McCall, State Representative for the 33rd House District;  and Mary 
Walker, GA EPD.                                                                                                                                                                                        

Technical Editors: Benton Ruzowicz, J. Guerry Thomas, Lauren Zdunczyk, and Brady Hart. 
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Perhaps the most harmful damage to Georgia’s land and water resources is incurred through unchecked 
and uncorrected erosion and sediment deposition. Years of work have done much to remedy the situation. 
There has also been created an awareness that efforts must continue to further reduce the volume of the 
sediment pollution in all the state’s waters.

While ongoing work in soil and water conservation has been of considerable success, it was recognized 
that some state regulation of land-disturbing activities could add a needed dimension to the overall control 
effort. The General Assembly responded to this need, and in 1975, the Erosion and Sedimentation Act 
(O.C.G.A. § 12-7-1 et seq.) was passed. The Act has been amended several times since then.

The Act requires counties and municipalities to have erosion and sediment control ordinances or be cov-
ered under state regulations. While the Soil and Water Conservation Districts provide assistance in this at 
the local level, the State Soil and Water Conservation Commission provides expert, step-by-step guidance 
for activities under such ordinances through a comprehensive publication of reference information. Thus the 
“Manual for Erosion and Sediment Control in Georgia” can serve as a technical guide in formulating plans 
for land-disturbing activities. In preparing the manual, the State Conservation Commission is indebted to the 
many hundreds of researchers, engineers, farmers, conservationists and others who, over the years, made 
possible the accumulation of information on modern conservation.

The criteria, standards and specifications contained in Chapter 6 must be incorporated into all local ero-
sion and sediment control programs. The remaining chapters and sections of this Manual contain guidelines 
and support materials to assist users in the implementation of best management practices in accordance 
with the provisions of the Erosion and Sedimentation Act.

FOREWORD



viii GSWCC 2016 Edition



ixGSWCC 2016 Edition

TABLE OF CONTENTS
 Page

PREFACE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .v

FOREWORD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .vii

CHAPTER 1 The Erosion and Sedimentation Act of 1975 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-1

CHAPTER 2 Sediment and Erosion Control Processes, Principles and Practices . . . . . . . . . . . 2-1

CHAPTER 3 Planning and Plans  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3-1

CHAPTER 4 Local Programs: Principles and Processes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4-1

CHAPTER 5 Sources of Assistance and Resource Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5-1

CHAPTER 6 BMP Standards and Specifications for General Land-Disturbing Activities . . . . . . 6-1

APPENDIX A-1 Estimating Runoff from Urban Areas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .A-1

APPENDIX A-2 Joining the Equivalent BMP List: Application and Removal Process . . . . . . . . . . .A-2

APPENDIX B-1 Soil Series Interpretations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B-1-1

APPENDIX B-2 Soil Loss Predictions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B-2-1

APPENDIX C Construction Materials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .C-1

APPENDIX D Model Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .D-1

APPENDIX E Conversion Factors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .E-1

APPENDIX F Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .F-1

REFERENCES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G-1



x GSWCC 2016 Edition


